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Karting is one of the least expensive forms of motor sports.

Karting is not only fun, but it is the training ground for tomorrow’s professional drivers. An example of drivers who started in karts includes, Emerson Fittipaldi, Scott Pruett, Al Unser, Rusty Wallace, Lake Speed, Michael Andretti, and Danica Patrick.

Kart Racing gives you the opportunity to learn about all aspects of racing vehicle dynamics, engine tuning, and proper driving techniques.

IS KARTING FOR YOU?

Only you can answer this, and here’s how. Start off by watching some racing at AKA Speedway, spectator admission is always free. To get the most from your experience we recommend you purchase a pit pass. Since there is racing most every other weekend from February to December, you can come out and experience what karting is about. Check our schedule to find out when our practice and race times and days are. www.azkarting.com Also don’t forget to check out our discussion board for current track update’s.

KARTING IS FAMILY FRIENDLY

Racers may begin racing at the age of 5, and continue right up into their 60's+, too! Many families help during the race day as “pit crews” for karters. You’ll see family members keeping lap times, working on engines and helping the racers suit p before the race, or just helping as a track volunteer.

Prior to starting, it may seem that karting is very small. When in reality, there is a massive amount of support for the sport,. From Mom and Pop operations that help get wheels rolling, to larger businesses that are beginning to add to the kart racing experience. From common mechanics to high-tech engineering, karting has grown from grassroots hobby into serious, professional sport.

What makes karting unique is, there are many levels through which one can fulfill there racing dreams. From a hobbyist to the future stars of karting, there is virtually something for every family member which creates that bond. A.K.A. offers a class for you from age 5 - 60+, from introductory Junior junior, and Rookie class to adult Arizona Unlimited All-Stars class, with many classes  in between.

Come on out!

The first step in getting started is to bring the family out to A.K.A. Speedway. You might want to buy a pit pass, wander around the pits and watch the races from there. This way, you are right where all the action is. You will get a good feel for how races are run plus the opportunity to ask questions. Talk to the Drivers, Crews, and officials. After all races have ended on race days, spectators are always invited to come into the pits and look at karts and talk to drivers, crews and officials. Information about rules, schedules, classes, engines maybe obtained from track officials, racers or registration desk. A.K.A. does have IKF rule books available for a fee. Try to get as much info as you can while you visit A.K.A. Speedway.

PONDER THE RISKS
Like with any sport that involves speed or physical contact, karting is potentially risky. 

There is strong emphasis on safety at A.K.A. Speedway. Karts are inspected every day before going on the track. Competitors that rough drive other karts are black flagged, removed from the track and disqualified. The combination of state-of-the-art helmets and “horse collars” (thick neck and head brace) provide excellent protection for the head, neck and upper spine. Drivers are also required to wear special race clothing to help protect them from scrapes and punctures.

WORK OUT A BUDGET
Karting costs money. Be sure to get the facts. Ask about entry fees, the cost of purchasing and maintaining a kart, buying fuel, and driving to and from the track. Once you know the costs, work out a racing budget. Maybe you will run only one series of races. Or maybe you can make every club race and every series or special event. But go into karting with your financial eyes wide open.

BUYING A KART

Used karts are usually available on A.K.A. discussion board (classified section), and are often on display at the track for your inspection. Expect to spend about $1200 or so for a used equipment, or $2500 and up for a new kart. 

Don’t rush out and buy the first kart you see because it looks good or is a great deal, you could end up with a lemon. Check the welding for cracks. Check of insulation or duct tape around the frame, ask why its there and if it may be removed for inspection, could be hiding a crack. Always ask a seller to bring the kart to the track for a test run. You may also ask a staff member  or other karters to assist with checking the kart you have interest in.

We just DON’T want you, the NEW karter, getting frustrated soon after you get started. 

Practice Makes Perfect

Check the schedule for practice days and times.

Its extremely important that you have your kart and safety gear (Full face Helmet, gloves, neck collar, protective clothing, long socks and high top shoes.) inspected by a track official the first time you come to A.K.A. Speedway and register for practice.

When the track pens for practice, line up in the pre-grid area, you may go with other’s or by yourself until you get familiar with your kart. Depending on how many karts show for practice, you can usually expect 5 min. sessions as many times as you wish until practice closes. 

An important part of practice should be to learn the flags. Not all flags are used at practice, and you may ask an official to help familiarize you prior to race day.

Be sure to practice the basics: starting, stopping, and tuning the engine. Learn to signal by raising your hand in the air to let others know you are exiting the track or have mechanical problems. Get high on the track out of the racing groove when either of these actions take place.

Always try to take advantage of all practice days, A.K.A. staff and members are more than helpful in giving you and your kart a good starting set-up. So it wont be such a handful to drive and safe for others around you. 

READY TO RACE
Arrive to give yourself enough time to setup your pit, register, go through pre-tech, 

(anyone entering pits must be registered to be covered by insurance) 

Attend mandatory drivers meeting. Be sure to pay attention to race director and flag man’s instructions. 

MOST OF ALL HAVE FUN !

A.K.A. Speedway truly hopes you enjoy and learn from our experiences and that you may feel the thrill of the awesome sensation of adrenaline rush as you sit in the grid ready for your first race, the mind blowing sensation of high speed racing 2 inches off the ground and wonderful comradeship that A.K.A. has to offer. So come on out and spend some time with us. We’re always happy to answer your questions and tell you why we like karting. We think you will like it, too!
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